
Kenneth Poole, '08 MD, has
been named medical director of
patient experience at the Mayo
Clinic in Arizona. In this role, he
will serve as chair of the Arizona
Patient Experience
Subcommittee. Dr. Poole will
partner with the Arizona patient

experience program manager to engage in improvement
partnerships with the inpatient and outpatient practices,
survey data review, and educate in order to improve patient
satisfaction. Dr. Poole is a consultant in the Division of
Community Internal Medicine at the Mayo Clinic in Arizona,
and a member of both the Arizona/Florida Health Information
Coordinating Subcommittee and the Arizona Space and
Capital Committee. He also is on the admissions and
executive committees of the Mayo Clinic School of Medicine,
where he chairs diversity and inclusion efforts. Dr. Poole
resides in Phoenix, Arizona, with his wife and three
children. Congratulations, Dr. Poole!

Kenneth G. Busch, MD, '75
GME, was elected to the Illinois
State Medical Society Board of
Trustees during its recent annual
meeting. On staff at Lutheran
General Hospital in Park Ridge,
Illinois, Dr. Busch is board
certified in psychiatry and is a

distinguished life fellow of the American Psychiatric
Association. He served on the Council on Medical Services
and currently holds membership in the American Medical
Association, the Illinois Psychiatric Society, where he is a past
president, and the American Academy of Psychiatry and the
Law. Dr. Busch is a member of and has served in various
leadership roles at the Chicago Medical Society as well,
including as president from 2014-2015. Congratulations, Dr.
Busch!

John Nanninga, '63 MD,
'70 GME, and MAA board
member, recently authored a
book titled “The Gland Illusion,”
published by McFarland &
Company. The book explores the
early history (late 19th to early
20th century) of the discovery of

glands and their use in rejuvenation. The subject matter
focuses on the use of the sex glands and how they might
make a person younger. Despite the pseudoscientific nature
of the practices, the work was a stimulus to the eventual
discovery and use of testosterone and estrogen.
Congratulations, Dr. Nanninga!

Ann Jayaram, MD, '15 GME,
was recently profiled on the
website "Inspiring Women in
Surgery." Dr. Jayaram is an
oculoplastic surgeon in the Bay
Area. Congratulations, Dr.
Jayaram!

Do you have news to share with
us or know of an alumnus/a we should recognize in the
newsletter? Post it on our Facebook page or email us at
medalum@northwestern.edu.
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Alumni Weekend 2017
Alumni Weekend 2017 was truly unforgettable,
thanks to the hundreds of alumni and friends who
joined us for the celebration. We had a record-
breaking attendance of over 500 alumni and
students!

Planning to return next year? We’d love to hear
from you!
 

 Emily McLaughlin
 Assistant Director, Reunions
 312-503-1165

A Fond Farewell and a Warm
Welcome...

At our spring Medical Alumni Association (MAA)
Board of Directors Meeting on April 29, the
presidential gavel was passed. We saluted
Bruce Scharschmidt '68, '70 MD, for his
outstanding service as MAA President. Dr.
Scharschmidt’s dedication and visionary
leadership has been essential in solidifying the
foundation of the MAA and cultivating the
exceptional growth that led to its current state.
We thank you, Dr. Scharschmidt. 

It is with great pride that we now welcome Jim
Kelly, '73 MD, '07 MBA, as our 14th MAA
president. In his previous role as chair of the
MAA Engagement Committee, Dr. Kelly was
instrumental in the national and compositional
diversification of the MAA board membership. 

Congratulations to you both!

Congrats Are in Order!

Diane E. Meier, '77 MD, director of the Center to Advance
Palliative Care in New York, was awarded the Northwestern
University Feinberg School of Medicine Distinguished Medical
Alumni Award at Alumni Weekend 2017. Created in 1998 by
then-vice president and dean of the medical school Harvey
Colten, this award is presented annually to recognize an
alumnus/a whose outstanding professional achievements
bring honor to the medical school and merit special
recognition. Read a recent profile on Dr. Meier in
Northwestern Medicine Magazine. Congratulations, Dr. Meier!

Upcoming Events

• 6/4—Chicago, IL (6:35 p.m.) Chicago Cubs
Rooftop Outing. Join fellow medical alumni and
friends to watch the 2016 World Series
Champion Chicago Cubs, as they take on their
division rivals, the St. Louis Cardinals.
450 alumni and friends will be joining us for this
record-breaking outing! 
For ticket availability, email
medalumevents@northwestern.edu.

• 6/7—La Jolla, CA (6:00 – 8:00 p.m.) Alumni and
Friends Networking Event. Join Dean Eric G.
Neilson, MD, fellow alumni, and friends of the
medical school for a networking event hosted by
Dr. Wally and Mrs. Barb Doren. 
RSVP for the La Jolla Event.

• 7/11—Boston, MA (5:30 – 7:30 p.m.) Medical
Alumni Happy Hour.  
More details coming soon!

• 7/12—Burlington, VT (TBD) Medical Alumni
Happy Hour.  
More details coming soon!

• Stay tuned for more alumni summer and fall
events!

From the
Director's Desk:

Dear Alumni,

I want to update you all
on our very successful
Alumni Weekend. The
event was attended by
over 500 alumni and
students and featured
our first ever “Women in
Medicine Tea” hosted by
Diane Wayne, '91 MD,
who is vice dean for
Education at the medical
school. We hope that if
you are in a reunion
class next year, you will
consider joining us for
Alumni Weekend 2018,
which will be held on
April 27 & 28. We have
many exciting summer
activities planned for
alumni, including our two
sold out Cubs Rooftops,
as well as alumni
engagement events in
San Diego, California,
Boston, Massachusetts,
and Burlington, Vermont.
Please let us know if you
live or will be traveling in
one of these areas and
would like to connect
with fellow alumni.
Happy Spring!

Thank you,

Babette Nyka
Director, Alumni
Engagement
312-503-0855

 

Have You
Liked Us On

 

Facebook
Yet?

Like and follow us on
Facebook to get up-
to-the-minute event
updates, alumni
news, and campus
highlights. Have a
story or a photo to
share? Post it on
our page!

CLICK HERE
FOR OUR 

FACEBOOK
PAGE!

MAA
Newsletter
Archives

New to the Medical Alumni
Association Newsletter?
Love it and want to see
what you missed? Visit the
newsletter archives page of
our website to catch up on
previous issues and get
your alumni news fix. Let’s
stay connected!

MAA
NEWSLETTER

ARCHIVES

Are You a
Recent
Grad?
Make sure to keep
your information up-
to-date with us so
that we can let you
know about fun
alumni news, events,
and more. Complete
our quick and easy
"Update Your Info"
form.

UPDATE
YOUR

INFORMATION

MEDICAL
ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION
WEBSITE

Questions? We're here for you! 
Call 312-503-8012 or email medalum@northwestern.edu

Medical Alumni Association | 420 East Superior Street, Rubloff 9th Floor | Chicago, IL 60611
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